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Meilandina
Forgetmenot Hall of Fame 

 (imp Canada)
So well named, a fitting tribute to his invaluable ancestry and an undoubted asset 

for the future of the breed - welcome Sid.
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Gyp and Digger on a recent 
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Kalgoorlie...

D I N G O S...D I N G O S...

The word alpha applied to wolves has had a long history. For many years books and articles about wolves have mentioned the alpha male and alpha female or the alpha pair. In much popular writing the term is still in use today. However,keen observers may have noticed that during the past few years the trend has begun to wane. For example, 19 prominent wolf biologists from bothEurope and North America never mentioned the term alpha in a long article on breeding pairs of wolves. 

The article, titled “The Effects of Breeder Loss on Wolves,” was published ina 2008 issue of the Journal of Wildlife Management. In the 448-page, 2003 book Wolves: Behavior, Ecology, and Conservation, edited by Luigi Boitani and myself and written by 23 authors, alpha is mentioned in only six places and then only to explain why the term is outdated. What gives?
This change in terminology reflects an important shift in our thinking about wolf social behavior. Rather than viewing a wolf pack as a group of animals organized with a “top dog” that fought its way to the top, or a male-female pair of such aggressive wolves, science has come to understand 

that most wolf packs are merely family groups formed exactly the same way as human families are formed. That is, maturing male and female wolves from different packs disperse, travel around until they find each other and an area vacant of other wolves but with adequate prey, court, mate, and produce their own litter of pups.Sometimes this process involves merely a maturing male courting a maturing female in a neighboring pack and then the pair settling down in a territory next to one of the original packs. In more saturated populations, this may mean wolves moving many miles to the very edge of wolf range and finding mates there that have similarly dispersed. 
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